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long arc of trade publications, 1860s-late 90's computing
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librarians perspective on engineering publications

1900

Proc. London Electrical Soc.

Electrical Magazine

Electrician

Electric Telegraph Review

Journal Socy. Tel. Engs.
(cont. as) J. IEE

Telegraphic Journal

(cont. as) Electrical Review
Flectrician 1
Electrical Engineer
Industries

(cont. as) Industries & Iron
Electricity
Lightning

Fig. 1 Select list of 1%th century electrical periodicals

from Strange 1985, 575
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Journal of Radio Studies/Volume 9, No. 2, 2002

Hugo Gernsback and Radio Magazines:
An Influential Intersection in Broadcast History-

Keith Massie and Stephen D. Perry

Hugo Gernsback's contributions to the development of early radio
have gone largely unheralded. This article concentrates on how his
role as the most influential editor in the 1920s radio press influenced
early radio experimentation, regulation, growth, and popularization.
His publications promoted radio among hobbyists and novices, but
also encouraged experimenters and innovators. He often described
ways in which radio could be improved down to the publication of
technical diagrams. He built his own radio stations where he tested
rmany of the innovations his magazine promoted. Gernsback’'s
greatest personal satisfaction derived from encouraging broad
experimentation that enhanced scientific development.




Research Question / Method (work in progress)

To what extent are articles in non-scientific and peri-academic
publications in the history of electronics indexed?

sub-questions:

- which journals?

- how to find printing numbers?

- how to compare large print runs to influential journals ?

- how to expand beyond U.S. / Canada / UK anglophone context?

- what databases to check and how to compare journal v. article level
indexing?

- how to deal with partial coverage / name changes / etc.



Results
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Interpretation (draft)

- DIY publications have remained primarily a DIY / Nonprofit indexing effort
(Internet Archive, HathiTrust, WorldRadioHistory.com and similar), silo of
"hobby" v. "science" even though the two are deeply related

- Compendex is the primary database with full article indexing, about a third of
selected titles

- a number of historically valuable publications, especially in early electronics
history, are less discoverable (relative to e.g. patents); this is true longer in
"diy" fields like electronic music and even computing (e.g. Byte magazine
articles are not accessible via Worldcat)



http://worldradiohistory.com

Steps forward

- link to diy scan projects like WorldRadioHistory, or the DTIC, which are more
curated than IA (I suspect there are legal reasons)

- compile indexes and diy searchable lists of titles, authors, publication
numbers, etc.

- collaborate with institutions like Hagley or IEEE history center to provide
existing providers with missing scans (worldradiohistory does this)

- find print run and subscription cost data for target journal

- compare research questions from 20th c. bibliographic studies to enable
comparative writing



Thank you! / Merci!

Questions, Comments, Concerns?

Questions, commentaires, inquiétudes?

eteboul@ingeniumcanada.orq
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